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Psst... Page 2
The Boss Upstairs waxes lyrical about the problems of run-
ning an internationally famous telephone salesline in the
wake of some ratier amusing phone calls.

The Winners! Page 2
The }lardware Competition is over and the judges have beat-
en their heads to a veritable pulp in deciding who should win
the coveted f500 prize. And what did they decide?

Top Secret - - - Do Not Read Page 3
Straight from the European Trade Show, Agent Orange sends
a report on what is up-and-coming in the field of computer
adventuring.

The Sierra On-Line Story
A potted history of the family business set-up
Roberta Williams that has grown a little bit
kirchen table.

Adventurous Females

Page 5
by Ken and
beyond the

Page 8
As we are sure that the interview with Leisure Suit L^arry will
cause crowds of ardent feminiss to start an encampment out-
side the Official Secrets offices, Mike Gerrard tries to balance
this with a look at why so many women are involved in the
strange hobby of adventuring.

It's Murder Page L0
No, not another assassination attempt on the editor, but a look
at a play-by-mail game that is certainly causing a stir among
the Moriarty's of this world.

Bestiary File/Bixby by Rob. Page 12
Anofter indispensible dollop of learning and laughter, with
these two favourite features.

Bloodwych Page 13
In the aftermath of a veritable explosion of graphic role-play-
ing games like Dungeon Master and Galdregon's Domain,
here is something that is at once similar and yet totally differ-
ent. John Trevillian reports. Read on.

A New Look At Infocom Page 16
Under a seeming veil of near secrecy, four new Infocom
games have been released, marking a new style of adventure
product and a new direction for those old masters. But is it as
good, or just a marketing ploy?

Experiments In Time Page 18
Another CONFIDENTIAL exclusive! Clive Weatherley man-
ages to complete his mission and save his neck all in one day
with this last installment of his sojourns in allied France. After
a spot of quick thinking, he phones Infomedia and gets the
low-down on their as vet urneleased qame - Chrornquest2.

3rd Generation Games Page 20
Looking into the future development of adventure games,
MinorWorlds Pip Cordery talks about his plans for changes
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Flight Simulators Page 22
Forget old hacks like Chuck Yeager, our
very own Wing Commander Michael Bywa-
ter shouts'Chocs away!'on his personal fly-
ing experiences and even manages to drop in
a few lines on the best flight simulators
around.

Personnel File Page 24
Throwing his cream buns to the wind,
Charles Cannon dons more than his usual
grin and gets !o grips with Larry Iaffer and
his now legendary creator, Al Lowe.

Dead Letter Box

Charts and Diary Page
Our Club best-sellers and ,unmissable dates
down in your filofax.

For Your Eyes Only

All the latest problems pinned to the wall of the CONFIDEN-
TIAL offices.

A Process Of Elimination Page 27
Still not another assassination attempt, but a look into the
Confidential Papers file - and another short story!

Puzzle Page ...- 
---'-..!age 29

More thought-mangling problerp/s to churn over in'your mind
in the shape of the Cryptic Cr6ssword and the Wizard's Cot-
IAge.

Page 26

Page 30
for you to jot

Page 31
This issue sees t}te opening of the Official Secrets SpeakEasy
- making it a sinch to air your views and comments.

The Back Page
A chance once again !o see the Adventurer's Diary and our
Guide to what the software claims actually mean.
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Boss Upstairs, in his usual warm and generous manner, wishes
thank all the people who slaved for eight weeks to put this issue
CONFIDENTIAL together, especially the team that is:
rn "Sexy Phone Voice" Trevillian (for not crashing his car for a
role two months), "Clever" Clive Wearhedey (for finally wirming
prize onThe Listerler crossword), Charles "Frank" Cannon (for
ring on so many stones through eating cream buns that he now
to be air-lifted out of the office at hurchtime), and Robert "Just
Bad As Charles" L,ockwood (for encouraging Agent Cannon's

ing cream bun addiction). And a special mention to: Ken
Roberta WiUiams, Kirk Green and the receptionist who tried to
up John at Sierra On-Line, Mike Gerrard, Mike Moseley, Pete

Iames and Anthony Taglione, Pip Cordrey and his foresight of
adventures to come, all at Infocom, Pete Austin and his family at
L,evel 9, Al lowe and the wonderful lrisure Suit Larry, Amanda

arry and her earrings, Michael Bywater, and, how can we dare for-
x that delectable damsel of the Domestos bottle, Vera "Who forgot
flush the toilet" Sawyer, our long-suffering cleaning lady.
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And we nll 116q7 what The Boss' ldea of an 'incentiud ls, don't we? A new company
car? A tribe of helpers? A refurblshed coop for the plgeons? Not bleeding lik-ly.
Instead, he gave me an extra one and a half pages to fill! And there was only one
place where I could posslbly gather that amorurt of lnformatlon. So off I toddled
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I present on the day l anended. ts?- I 
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t f =fst
In the cool grey split-lwel symmetry .J- \-:
of Islington's Business Design Centre -i ; .sst
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that Business With A Capital B could I
be done and big fat hairy cheques I the Darlings.are planning to take the
could be signed, but a little originality I plunge into full-blown adventures in
and enthusiasm about new products I the near future and would welcome
would have been welcome. iven- | suggestions and advice. Personally I
though there weren't the hordes of I still haven't forgiven them for includ-
over-excited teenagers we've come to I ing a rock character called Donissey...
expect at other shows. Anyway, I
enough of the wappings; here's a run- | Infocom weren't at the show as such,
down of the main goodies that could I but they were represented more than
be found among the designer honey- I ably by Activision's Amanda Barry
combthatwastheECTS... I andherearrings. Thesehavebecome

I I a regular feature ofrecentpublicity
While everyone else in the industry is I Impresqive artwork leapt off the grey I events and are in danger of stealingWhile everyone else in the industry is I Impressive artwork leapt off the grey I events and are in danger of stealing the
raving about the quietly self-confident | flock of the Aqdiogg{q.stand, pushing I limelight from what they're terming
successandslicknessof thefirstEuro- | thepromisingLone Wofseries,sched- | theirBigFour: Shogw,inwhichthe
pean Computer Trade Show, the games I uled for release on most machines in I player must project himself into the
|ress (andin particular any unfoiu- | q.ly June. Closely following Joe I mind of Jam-es Clavell's protagonist
nate journos with more thin a passing I Dever's besselling series of twelve- | John Blackthorne; J-ourney, takngnate journos with more than a passing I Devers Destseumg senes ot lwelye I Jonn tshcl(horne; Journey,tAflng
interest in adventures) must surely be I role-playing gamebooks, the central I place in 'a graphically illustrated world
tearing their hair out at the sheer lack | lero will fight against numerous foes I of dwarves, elves, nymphs and wiz-
of anything remotely new on show. I in an attempt to conquer the tower | 

-dr'(now 
there's an original cast of

_ffi Where were the First Ever I stronghold of Kazan-Gor and recover I characters for an adventure); Bar-
Showings? The Exclusive

il Demos? The Sneako Pre-
Showings? The Exclusive I the extremely fabulous Lorestones tletech, the role-playing/combat
Demos? TheSneakoPre- | ofNyxator. Oo-er... / >==- hybrid;andlastbutnot
views? Well, ttrey certain- | _ | Ff frrF-----, _ leastest,
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...nsEEMsTHAIEvERYoNEHASNowDEcIDEDToGosIERRAcRAZY...BUTwHoARETHEsEPEoPLEtcE.fSm
And tJrus another lssue of CONFIDEN-TIAL begtns. Task one on a never-endtng ltst
of lnposslble tasks was to uncover all the dlrt and golnEs-on at Slerra On-Llne.
Trlcky, but-perhaps qo! as_lmposslble as lt would af flrs:l seem. Especlally when
you-know tha! one of the Club members ts trytng to set up a UK us-er grorip. Wetl
as- they say, lt's not whgt you know... So I met John R. Earnsley, wh6 wai taking
a break after betng slqck 14 ! mare ln some obscure game or otdet qnd asked hffi
lf he'd Hke to btfng thts Caltfornlan company to our ittentlon. He sald 'No', but
after a few round-s of gratuitous toe-nqtl prrll11g, he ftnally agfeed. As I satd before,
it's not_who you kn_ow, lt's what you do tb them to get arttctts. Stlll, lf tt squeezes
mlraeulous gems of creatlve prose from people, whose complalnlng...

THE

SIERRA
ON.LINE. INC

S:TOFRY
FDY *TO:HF{T ER-- E}A,FR-r TSI-'EDY

Brief Hisory
In the late 1970s a young couple, Ken
and Roberta Williams, were living in
Los Angeles. Ken was busy writing
accoun0ancy programs for major cor-
porations in the States and Roberta
played adventure games in her spare
time. All the adventures at this time
were entirely text - the graphics versus
text argument hadn't been born at ttris
stage!

The'original' computer adventure had
been well played in the Williams
household and Roberta longed to actu-
ally'see'the kingdom she was explor-
ing on screen. Ken had ttte technical
know-how t0 create this and in Mav

1980, they decided to develop some-
thing more exciting... more as a spare-
time hobby but, as we now know, one
that took on a life of its own.

Their first graphic adventure was
Mystery House, with Roberta witing
the storyline and Ken committed to the
programming. It was a simplistic cre-
ation featuring black and white pic-
tures to complement the text, although
the player commands were still limited
to one or two words. Nevertheless,
Mystery Howe was so unusual for its
time that they placed a small ad in the
Ameican Micro magazine, informing
readers that they could obtain a copy
of this game to run on the Apple II for
just 25 dollars. Obviously, this was
still prior to IBM inuoducing the PC
Junior and few people had any idea
just how widespread personal comput-
ing would become - the Apple and
TRS/80 being about the only two per-
sonal computers around at this time in

the States.

Mystery House eventually sold some
10,000 copies, much to everyone's
amazement. So, from the small family
project, they decided to create a busi-
ness, although at that time they never
envisaged just how large the computer
industry was to become. The business
now had to move from Roberta's mod-
est kitchen able to the spare bedroom.
A few months later they moved home
to Coarsegold, California, not far from
Yosemite National Park. Sierra On-
Line was born!

At first they continued to operate from
home, but when space again became
inadequate, they moved the business to
a real offrce over a printshop in down-
town Coarsegold. Later it expanded
into several other buildings. Soon,
more'new' adventure games were
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(again!), these two bdult' adventures
follow the exploits of one Larry Laffer,
fintly as a loveable nerd rated as the
original blind date's nightrnare and
would-be swinger and secondly, as a
more mature Larry (still a nerd!), on a
lucky streak and looking for love.

They are both basically comedy
adventure games and, although the
first one is a little crude in some
respects - based on the original Soft
Porn Adventure - the second in the
series is much more fun, taking you
from the back streets of Iost Wages o
a remot€ island and the evenrual fulfil-
ment of your dreams.

Larry lives on the the forthcoming
Leiswe Suit Larry's Party Games. It
will not be an adventure game as such,
but will be a 3-D project and VERY
animated - better check it before bring-
ing it home!

POUCE QUEST I andll
Written by Jim Walls, a retired US
Highway Patrolman, these compara-
tively serious adventures were
designed to give computer players an
insight into what it is like to be a
police officer in the States. Jim hoped
it would give an idea of what the
PaEolman feels and goes through as he
carries out his duties. They are the
only Sierra games so far based upon
real-life situations. The games' not
only deal with the seedier side of
police life but also its daily routines.
Full (and heavy) documentation is pro-
vided with each quest to acquaint the
player with US law and police proce-
dures... these are essential reading for
us 'foreign'players.

Again, no immediate plans are in hand
for a third game in the series, but Jim
is currently trying his hand at under-rs curenuy rylng ms nano a[ unoer-
cover work in Operation Code Name
: Ice Man, a new spy thriller
tech weapons and crime. This is Jim's
first adventure game thatisn't bio-
graphical (Jim has never been a spy),
although he is gening'expert'help
with the design. This should reach us
here in the U.K. some time next sum-
mer.

MANHUNTER: NEWYORK
Written and produced by Dave, Dee
Dee (where's Mick and Tirch?) and
Barry Murray, this is a totally new area
for Sierra. The game is the result of
the Murray's desire to design a horror
game which also included elements of
science fiction, together with a good
dose of humour to balance the horror
content.

Basically, Manhunter is about a guy's
fint day on a new job, stepping out
into the dark with everything new to
him. He's just part of the crowd like
everyone else, until the day the aliens

contact him and say: "Hey! You're
gonna be a lvlanhunter!" The game
represents a frst-person perspective of
life in New York City in the year 2004,
shortly after an alien invasion and sub-
sequent world takeover. The alien Orb
Alliance has taken over all humans,
implanted them with nacking devices
and ordered them to wear brown robes,
forbidding tlem to speak to other
humans under pain of death.

What really sets this apafi from other
Sierra adventures is the abilitv to
switch from frst to third pers6n per-
spective as you survey accurate maps
of New York and have the power to
zoom in on a particular situation. The
game system is, however, more com-
plex than we have come to expect
from Sierra and may take some time to
come to terms with.

A sequel to the New York scenario is
planned, this being provisionally enti-
tled Manhunter: San Franclsco. Not
much is known at this stage as to the
actual content of the new game, but
the famous Golden Gate Bridge has
been mentioned as one of the main
links from San Francisco to tle rest of
the world.

GOLD RUSH!

much hard work went into making
Gold Rush! as exciting and historically
accurate as the actual events of that
era.

Written by Ken and Douglas McNeill,
the game recreates the great gold rush
of 1849, immersing the players in the
nials and tribulations of American pio-
neers that crossed the continental Unit-
ed States in search of wealth and for-
tune.

GoldRush! is dasigned as an entertain-
ment product, yet in the process of
playing the game, one can't help but
get a history lesson. It will be a full5-
disk simulation with tlree completely
different voyages to the gold country,
each with unique obstacles and perils.

Funrre plans
(Rumoured or othenvise)

Sierra's first true fantasy role playing
game since Ultina - provisionally enti-
tJed Hero's Quest - promises to be
what 3-D animated adventure was to
interactive fiction. It has been
designed by rccomplished dungeon-
master Lori Ann Cole and is expected
0o produce an RPG as you've never
seen it before.

The second'snippet'regards a new co-
managed production between Roberta
Williams and U.S.T.V. scripnvriter
Jackie Austin, which carries the work-
ing title of Murder OnThe Soutlrcrn
Quarter. This is reputed to be a'peri-
od piece' set in the age of illegal
booze. We are promised that the
graphics will have the true'look'of
that period in order to really set the
lone of the game.

So that about wraps it up for the past,
present and future of Sierra On-Line
and fr,om this short synopsis of their
operation I would say that they will
continue in success for many years to
come. And I'm sule that" like all good
fairy tales, Ken andRobera will live
happily ever after...

\his is the very latest'new'offering
frdnl Siena. As the company has
maddits home in the gold country of
Califo\a, intensive rbsearch and

From left to right: Leisure Suit Lany, Al Lowe, Barbie Bimbo, Les Sinclair and Siena s General Manager, Rick
Clavin at a recent Dress launch tor LSL2.
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extent, and the way you've got to use
your imagination more."

One thing most of the women I spoke
to had in common was a love of iead-
ing, and adventure games certainly
ap'peal to avid readers. Figures have
shown that women buy more books
and read more than men do, so that's
another reason for their particular
atFaction. "When you're reading you
can become anybody," Sandra told me,
'Just as you can when you're playing
an adventure game." Pat Winstanley
and Linda Wright were both confirmed
Tolkien fans before they started play-
ing adventures, so games lkeThe
Hobbit obviously atrracted them, and
Amy Briggs told me that "I like play-
ing tlem for the same reason that I
read fiction; escape to magical other-
worlds. I love the exploration,
descriptions and humour best. The
puzzles are merely a good way to draw
the fun out. For that reason, the Info-
com adventure games are my
favourite. They care about the writing
quality of the fiction part of interac-
tive fiction'as much as the interactivi-
ty."

Amy, of course, wrote Infocom's
Plundered Hearts, a gume which ried
specifically to tap into the female
adventure audience by providing a
story that they hoped might appeal to
women as much as men. The game
got a very mixed reception - as any-
thing different often does - and was
only partially successful. Of the peo-
ple who bought it,40Vo were female,
compared to a more usv7257o for
Infocom g:rmes. But then according to
Amy the game itself only sold about
15,000 copies in America, very low by
Infocom's standards, so whether it was
actually bought by more women, or
simply fewer men, is not known.

Amy Briggs has her own theories as to
its lack of success, though she admits
that she's "repressed most of the actual
numbers"! She says that the game
"was aimed at a new market, which
was those women who were not
already familiar with Infocom games,
but it was not advertised anywhere
other than the usual computer games
magazines. And I think only two or
three ads were published in total any-
way. It was also lost in the shadows of
a year when Infocom published more
games than it had ever before, and it.
was positively drowned in the excited
uproar ov er B eyond Znrk, which came
out in the next month in America."

But for the women I spoke !o, the
game itself didn't have a particular
aprpeal, though it's diflicult to separate
its qualities as an adventure from its
subject matter. It was more of a 'page-
tuming'exercise than any other Info-
com game, and according to Anita Sin-

clair it lacked tle humour ttrat has
always been a hallma* of even tle
most serious Infocom tale: "You try all
kinds of odd inputs when you're pl-ay-
rng an adventure, and you're used to
getting funny responses from an Info-
com game, but they just weren't there
in Plundered Hearts-"

Linda Wright admits that she didn'r
even buy the game, and that's a bad
sign as she buys most Infocom titles
and could be expected to take particu-
lar interest in this one as by ttr6 time
Plundered Hearts came out she had
already written her own adventure,
The lade Sroze, which also features a
lemale central character-

"I wrote my character," Linda said, "to
be a fairly adventurous female. I did-
n't want her to be a sloppy romantic
sort like something out of a Mills and
Boon story, and in fact wben Plun-
dered Hearts eventually came out I
read the reviews and thought That's
not for me.' I wanted to get away fr,
the idea tlat women are tie weaker,

that I was always among the l07o or so
of women who actually enjoyed maths
and Fggjffiftg#Sg.hool,I just had that

t got a computer
itr fascinated me,

more helpless what
get in a lot of
instance, and
also been a
magazines
acters were
to make mine a
male players haverfi
more from a female
did get a few letters
men who said that while
game they were starting to tl
as a female character would.
they thought gave them a bit
understanding of women, so
did some good in that respect."

Anita Sinclair thought
Hearts failed for various
addition to its lack of humour.
she overdid the romance
I think there were certain
people, and I don't believe
who play adventures are
women who sit down
tic fiction, so in some
mis-match."

The women I spoke to
weren't the types to curl up with a
Mills and Boon book, being more
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Sandra Sharkey said ttrat she
been used to being a bit of an those
tion when it comes to female intd
"I've always done things like playi
rugby and cricket, and playing pq(rugby and cricket, and playing podg
which women aren't supposed to do.

Pat Winstanley said: "I don't think I'm
a typical woman, whatever that is, in
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Allying takes place between players
with the same character type. You can
form an alliance whenever players are
in your location. In this way you get
information that the other player
chooses to let you have and also his or
her present location. This does not
stop you having agreements and dis-
cussions outside the game, but you can
only communicate with two players

inside the game at any one time.
Exchanging information with another
player for one turn only is called
Diploming. This is used if you want to
send details to another player internal-
ly via the game postal system. Apalt
from this, there are no further ties and
it is very much a lesser type of
alliance. Though you do not have to
choose who you wish to ally and
diplome with at the start of the game,
you must state whether you are open to
using these options. If not, then these
are closed from your use during the
rest of the game.

The only other major rule is about
travel. Tantalising maps of the entire
globe are sent with your initial starting
position and I would think you will be
going on a few plane joumeys before
this file is closed.- This is dedt with
simply and efficiently, with the only
criteria being that you must have
money enough to travel there and a
passport for overseas destinations.

After choosing which direction your
investigations will follow, you send off
the sheet and wait. To newcomers of
mail-orientated games, this waiting is
by far the most annoying part of any
game. There you are, overwhelmingly
eager to get on with the game and you

-,--- ae-at-the mercy of both g:rmes master
and Poil Office. Still, it is quite a
thrill to hear the thud of envelopes
through the letter box and it is always
with great delight that I read my reply
sheets. In play-by-mail, patience is
not so much a virtue - more a necessi-
ty.

The options open to the player in the
game are fairly straightforward, cover-
ing all the things you will need to do to
carry out your study of the case. You
can search rooms, fingerprint suspi-
cious-looking items, bribe tight-lipped

witnesses, interrogate leads and much
more. In format these commands are
fairly strict, though this does not over-
ly affect you as you trapse around the
country (even the world) rying to
track down clues.

Your character is given a loose back-
ground by the games master, which
includes your recent history and the
events leading up to your involvement
with t}te murder case. This leaves the
actual playing open to you, but does
give you a comfortable niche in which
to develop. But role-players beware.
This is not a role-playing game and the
emphasis is placed upon the task of
solving the crime ratler than actually
building yourself up to be the new
Sherlock Holmes. In the end, it will
all come down to taste; if you like the
problem-solving aspects of the case,
are an avid reader of every Agatha
Christie novel or even fancy a concise
cerebral exercising, then lr's Mwder
will appeal. If you are not turned on at
the thought of Miss Marple or The
Bill, then you will not find that this
game holds your interest long eitler.

So what of the turns? Well, these are
typed and run t0 ahut three hundred
to five hundred words, roughly half to
two-thirds of an A4 sheet. They are in
character with the whole game and
very well-written. When you meet
characters, you are given quite a deep
look at the interview with them, each
one bristling with clues and red her-
rings. Did Ms. Molloy really scraxch
her nose because she had an irch? Or
was she lying? Did the vicar really
have a limp because he tripped on the

church steps? Or did he jump from the
window of the victim's house?

There are also less obvious clues in
every sentance tlnt you read- And like
all similar situations in the real world,
if you are nanrally suspicious, you
tend to read so much into everything!
I ask myself over and over again,
should I want to find out what beer the
suspect drinks? Or should I be follow-
ing up the fact *nt ttp bathroom win-
dow has a crack in it? False leads, red
herrings and the usual smattering of
dead ends abound. I just hope that I
can finally work out that I need to find
someone's address before I can look up
their number in the telephone book. I
think I might have spenl oo much
time in games where magic replaces
technology!

'av 
"oK;; ,

wANrEDl

Te Wo,eK o^{
CONFIDENTIAl.rro eErv4o-



iEu1,{qd-a1o.r roJ qJnur os - IIaa q0'uopsanb lBql puc$Jepun lruop I<
earuru rno,{ s,1uqr11 -'fqxlS rtrrl ioIIoH$

-'eureB Eq,{u1d'a1o.r I q slql ldo1s'qag<

'qou ,tg ,,INVIHVSHVS gHn Agx[€ s,rl ioN Ho,,

,,.-no,(.rog ponb snoFqBJ B easq I'l!BA{"
r/ff-.',, 1 l(.. .l- |
/S,r=

o

U
fstPut)

?, E :-t
'2J, ,\ :-/ ' -zl 1"\ i,l

r,,.+ $irollBJl lIaH,t

-rt

\2
;

T 'str)
,'lIrIIJeq e u,1 ',{B,u,B og,,

'r ruJsrlJ ol $'(esr oq,t\'11 eceJ s,lol prrB) uepleu ulb4^ 310u eJB no^
gr eprs mo,{ uo ruoJrun e leE ol fe,n lsaJes eql ,(1elrur;op islleds pue c6eur uroq ue^o^\ sr de4 srql fpnm lnq .l:os euros;o de,n

p olu ueql oml ol lseq sl lI 'se^ooq Jrer$ r$seueq peldurul Jo ruoq s,tuocrull peEurue uB uo peJe^\ecs uooq seq JeJmue pV trB
,{ueru pue lFcUJrp,fie,r sr qsueq oseql oursl puu qosJ ot Eu1,ft1 'esJoq lselwJ eqt ece4-tno rret prre Euogs ere faql 'spoep Eu1
-zsue lsoru erp e>pur faql 'pauret gI 'suosueJ luareJJlp Jo Jequnu B JoJ Jomlua^py eSere,re eW ol InJesn eJe stuoJlull

'(eru fgensn sEwql qcns se) ecueElgetur Eugqureser dlesolc ue,ro 8unp,{ue qlm euo,{ue ,tq peood-ood Euleq s1 sql lnq'sJaq
-urnu 1eorE u e^{ suorrun eql 11e ereq,n eueld e 3o qEnoq Eupepcnc smourru ore eJeql 'sre$Emo,( ro sdnor8 ,([ureJ Eqlees

pguoder JeAe seq euo bu rol 'Bqudsgo u1{\o nerg esrcr ol rueddusrp ol rrlees puu f,ueduroc u^\o netg fofue deql 'uees dlerer
ere pue secqd petrququ1m lsoru e$ 'spuepoo^\ lso{qr{t eql Jo lspru eql ur ,(e,nu opg pue ,{ragos puu Iqs ,{lqlpercur ere

seJqBeJJ eseqJ 'uroql apu Jo qcnol ol elq€ aq q pps aJB sueprpru urEn,r dpg dtneeq pus qlnn Jo lunoureJed etll pue pooE
fpuerequr sr tuocrun eql JoJ 'p,re lsuruEu pJB^\ p oste pue uosrod 6umEe;oord s sr tuoq sntrl 'l(es qslJole{oJ eql oS 'peeqeJoJ

4eqlJo elppFu eql rxo{ sesu 13ql luoq pelsl/trl eql sr ,firpnb 3u11uers lsour neql lnq'(ecuuqc erp te8 uec euofue ueqm) ploqeq
ol spurrus luecryu8eur ere ,{eqa 'puqesJoq ge 3o eurolrde eql ere prre seueur o{I-{ls Wyrr (elg/t\ l\ous eJe $sueq esoql

'pd ureql pqroder seq euo ou'elrloJoos oJou sem$eJJ Jor$o ,(ue eJB eJeql JI lseel tV 'eroldxe ol ueql JoJ lslxo lsql suIIeeJ lue
-regp fuuur eql punoJe sle^B.rl 4er$ uo ee6 sJemlue^pv le4 sl?ullue IIBJo o^narJas Norr or$ eq ol pps ere stuoJlun

(seu4t tu ecueElgalul
@[\
I

noqsf erp)rue\'raurd:a'ro1"iffi:;riffff3}""rRllfi 
f_r# sreuo-I :unol^vHafl 'IYIJos

(;Eupdg) u/t\otn1un :NOSVSS CNLTVHI
4eu ruaql uees re^e seq euo oN :NolJ,Jnooudflu

sEel pelcsnur-ile^\ rnod :NOLIOruO JO'I
srso,{ euo pw perpunq euo :NVdSfldI'J

prmoJ ueeq JeAe seq euoN :uIV'I
drellyog :UgflI InN CNIdqOUC

area {1erue4xg :IIISNSO NOIIv-IndOd
(pepnlres eqlsnu 1nq) snouen :JVIIflVH

eJo^Iqreq euco(I :IflIo
lra; uol ot ue^es uror; EurEuug :tqfte11:(pq ol esou

uog) qfuel ur leoJ euru q e^lJ uor; Eu6ueg :qrEuel :SNOISNSWIO
u1Ylou{un :NIcIuo

ewnbg:SSIJgdS

^'s'#Tr y;"{:"8 grru764lsnpolns''.r, NUOCIN1 gHI Jsenfi s3u1y 't1cog s,p,

oTT,E dreT4seg er{ ...NS.ISOUd INIIN SIHI OI dOIS V INd ISNN AA\ "'AUINIJ CNV IHCH Idfl SJNIICV CNISO1 !ruV AA\ "'SNOruAS DNI.H,AC SI SIHI"'

61 a8ad : 9 'oN eI.rJ TYIJ,NSCIJNOC



CONFIDENTIAL File No. 5 : Pagie l3
...TREYIILIAN... TREYILUAN? WAKE l]P MAN... ARE YOU DAY.DREAMING AGAIN? WELL MN'T ruST SIT TI{ERE... GET OUT AND GET US SOMEI}IING EXCLUSIVE...

There I was lounglng on the lnslde of a hugie leather seat,
posltloned at one corner of a great expans- of desk, whlle a
leggy red-head poured me a lalge brandy coffee... Somehow all
lntervlews should start thls way. Invarlably they never do. I
had been lost ln a manze of roadways (that I later learned uras
Europe's largest estate) for some hours when I eventually
arrlved at No. 7 HoIIy Way. Perhaps I should have erpected
the worst, but I certalnly dtd not erpect the man I was lntend-
lng to lntervlew clad ln hls dresstng goum! It seems that hls
lntenslve work schedule c/as beglnitng to take lts toll. But
after all he uras putttng the ffnali toucEes to a qutte revolu-
tlonary role-playlng game. And who can reslst the call of
the...

l00D ofr

now enough memo-
ry enough colour and certainly enough
demand to undertake the lengthy
implementation time of table-top
games.

isual Dungeons
Momentarily forgetting the
problerns ofrealistic (or even
semi-realistic) communica-
tion in such programs, we

are now encountering a taste of visual
dungeon adventuring; a sort of short-
cut for the imagination. Bard'sTale
pioneered the true three-dimensional
townscape. Dungeon Master mastered
the art. Once again, the spotlight has
been turned on this sort of game and
software houses are suddenlv commis-

to judge by. The game combines all
the usual elements of previous games
with an exra added dimension - the
two-player mode.

story of the people behind
this little gem is novel in itself. The
whole concept that is B loodwycft was
conceived over quite a few years. Its
creator was essentially Pete James. He
had seen Gauntlet andThe Bard's
Tale *rtes and thought that what was
needed was a combination of the two;
the playability from the former, the 3-
D views of the latter and a large dose
of role-playing chucked in just for
good measure. And so, The Dun-
geontru$ter was born, but about three
months later FTL decided that that
particular name was a touch better for
their game. So it was back to square
one. At squre one, Pete found
Arclnn, the modified chess-like pro-
gram and soon this too was incorporat-
ed into the albeit nameless game. "Lit-
tle influences", he mused, "were
picked up along the way. We kept all
the best bits - the bis I really liked -
and worked them into the program-
ming."

ragon
Pete had become involved
with software through his
brother, who had bought a

- Dragon way back when
these were the in-thing in computer
hardware. The initial use was for
work on said brother's PhD, in prefer-
ence to the Spectrum's rubbery key-
board, but it eventually only managed
lo give Pete a burning dissatisfaction
with the available software. Flaving
taken art at College, he began to dab-
ble in computer graphics, inventing
pictures and scenes in an ever-increas-
ing passion with pixel imagery. Next
he became involved with Incentive and

ood Measure
But I am gering ahead of
myself here. Let's get back
to the basics. The real

was half working between the
desparch and computer graphics
departnents. At last he was commis-
sioned to do the demo graphics for
GAC andRansom.the adventure that
accompanied it He did some painting
for Mediagenic ("The stuff that wasn't
puple and yellow", he adds quickly),
and about thirty seconds of music for
Ali ce' s Adv e nture s in Vide ol and.

bsorbing
Here he joined forces widr
Anthony Thglione to form
Surlight Software, the label
that bears Bloodwych's

name. Anthony's story is told in
that natural way that shows he
has unburdened this particular
spiel before. "I flunked Cam-
bridge due to playing too much D&D',
he says openly and with a smile that
I'm sure was missing when he first
heard the news, "I know quite a lot of
people who lost marks off their grade
because of that game. It's so absorb-
ing."

ormidable
Much more so, in his case
for he became involved in
designing mqgic and combat

- 
systems witliin the original

game's framework. /And if that was
not enough to keeflhis mind from his
Maths degree, he was also an avid
chess player, whigh is another game
that you dont gallop through in your
lunch break. So he ended up at Read-
ing University, mainly,
as he puts it, "b@ause
everything I wanted ..
was close by. London
for chess champi-
onships, friends for
D&D, my new girl-
friend and my work at

n the world of

sioning progr:rmmers left, right and
centre to fill ttre gap left by there being
only one Dzn geon Master n far.
Galdregon's Domain attempted to alter
its original course fi==-*
halfway through its \
development and only
partially succeeded. So
howdoes Bloodwych
fatu? A lot better if my
expedition into its inner
chamben was anything
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toward their pre-
fened magic -
or at least the
magic to which
they have a natu-
ral affinity. In
tlte character's
personal spell
book, they can
cast all spells not
coloured grey
(unknown
spells) for a cer-
tain amount of
points. If they choose their own
colour, the points are low, but if they
move into other colours of magic the
point cost is much higher. Practice at
any spell brings this total down and
also hones the effects, damage, range
and durafion of the spell.

wo-Player
As well as the sfong lean-
ing towards magic, the two-
player option was also

'- something which was inte-
to the program right from thegral

bes
progam right from the

ginning. Tag told me: "When peo-
tplay Dungeon Master, they find irpleplay Dungeon Master, they find it

gasier t9 play in pairs,.controlling dif-
ferent characters, castinferent cnaracters, casung magrc, map-
ping and so forth. We ttrought that to
make Bloodwycft innovative and fun,

we would allow
players to meet
each other, to see
each other as they
stand together and
also to ally and
backstab as they
ran around com-
pleting the set
quest." This can of

course be done with an increasing
number of games, but only if you link
two computers together, which can be
a costly business just to get some form
of interactivity into the game. This
sort of idea is leading towards the
multi-user games that at the moment
can only be accessed via a modem and
require a lot of special equipment.
The futrne it seems will evolve some
interesting altematives. On Blood-
wych,there is also interest in puning a
modem mode in too, just to make the
system complete.

ommunication
With two people playing the
emphasis is suddenly shifted
from a standard game. And
the options givgn to each of

the players are less than sAndard too.
As well as DISMISSing'and
RECRUITing members to yourparty,
you can also CALL out lo the other
player to gi
find you (ft
player to give them a bearing to help
find you (front, left side, right side and
rear), VIEW tlrough anotl\r's eyesrear), VIEW tlrough anotl\r's eyes
and also a very compact andpmusing

coN,ffdr}$- -
CATE optiolr
Due to the fact
that in these
games any input
made by an actu-
al player is
immediately
moared with therecognisable when compared wiih the

stock phrases of the computer-generat-
ed grunts, Tag and Pete have come up
with a series of options that allow the
player to influence what will be said,
but have taken away all control as 3o
the actual wording of the answer. For
example, if you meet an unknown old

man wandering around, you can
CURSE or PRAISE him. The result-
ing sentence appears at the top of your
character's picture. In this way, both
players and computer-generated char-
acters all act with the same amount of
intellect - or so it seems. A novel way
of encouraging interaction so often
discarded due to poor responses; not,
as you would expect" by increasing the
parser of the computer, but by bringing
the player down to its level. A very
refreshing - and workable - way of get-
ting around an old problem.

there are also communication puzzles.
These include, both the other player,
and also the various people who inhzand also the various people who inhab-
it the forress. Here you find all the
guards, wardens and the other unre-
cruited characters from the original
sixteen.

mbitious
So here we have an ambi-
tious, but ultimately success-
ful acempt to marry the
manipulation of the environ-

ment of Dungeon Master with the
depth of Bard's Tale. But I asked if
there was anything that they would
have liked to have put in that is not
included? The answer was an outdoor
set of locations, deeper character
atlributes, more specialisation and ani-
mation. Well, at least there are enough
additions to make Bloodwych II every
bit ahead of its class as its predecessor.

11rr-4lll-r
",1p til '^eftt::-!;:t
i".8I"0

uzzl6
The puzzles are recognis-
able from other games of
this ilk - pressure pads,
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yourself to become immersed in the
story you'll soon be engrossed in the
character's sruggle.

It's unlikely that you'll solve this game
at one sitting Wfi{ts problems.are
mastered by trial and error and you
don't know abut some traps until thgy
are sprung. It's advisable to save the \
game each time you visit the wizard
Asrix for example as he's rather an
unpredictable fellow (which seems to
be a prime requisite for becoming a
mage) and has a tendency to do things
like throwing himself out of his tower
onto the rocks below.

There are no frustrating "dead ends" in
Jourrwy and every action taken has
some sort of effect on the story. Much
to Infocom's credit, despite the fact
everything is icon-driven, you get the
feeling that you are writing the story.
On the critical side, people who like to
get really involved in the nitty-gritty of
a game are likely to be dissatisfied
through the lack of options. That's not
to say there aren't some taxing puzzles,
but the game moves along easily
because the available cptions tell you
exactly what can be done. The quality
and quantity of the text doesn't appear
to have been sacrificed for the sake of
graphics and the latter add consider-
ably to the enjoymenl

In a more traditional mould comes
Shogun, adapted by Dave Lebling
from James Clavell's best selling
novel. The plot centres around the
adventures ofJohn Blaclthorne, a
resourceful English sailor. In 1600 he
became the fint Englishman to reach
Japan on a secret mission of trade and
plunder against the Catholic empire of
Spain. Japan was ruled by a council,
most prominenf upon which are Lord's
Toranaga and Ishido. Each wish to
become Shogun, ruler under the divine
emperor. The balance between them is
delicate but the appearance of Black-
thorne's ship creates excitement and
new possibilities.

The instuction manual follows more
conventional Infocom lines with a
preface to the story transcript and
explanations of tlte commands, but
after that you are on your own.

I

rich that they definitely play a support-
ing role. Progress is made by the tradi-
tional enfy of text sentences and
aboard ship the directions are listed as
up, down, forward, aft, starboard and
port. The places you can visit on the
ship are few but it's so well done that
the opening scenes struck me as some
of the best and most annospheric I
have seen in an adventure. You find
yourself doing several things at once
like trying to put the ship on course,
finding some crew men well enough to
go on watch, taking care of the sick
captain, finding a food thief and keep-
ing your rutter up to date. If this isn't
enough, there's a reef to negotiate
before you hit Japan safely and more
than likely you'll end up dead several
times before you work out the correct
way and order in which to solve the
problems.

Once in Japan, you soon discover that
your ship is in the harbour and that
you can't get on hard. The hated
Spanish Jesuits have been here for
years but it's vital that you treat every-
one with respect, especially the
Japanese. Despite Blackthorne's horror
at the brutality of their society, it is he
who is considered the barbarian. Quite
soon you'll meet Rodriguez, aPor-
tuguese sailor who can quite easily be
your friend or enemy. You'll find that
the plot closely follows tiat of the
book. The game seems to have been
divided up into sections much like the
chapters of a novel and at the end of
each one you are given a score or rat-
ing on your performance.

The graphics are a welcome addition
in this adventure and Shogun must rate
as the best Infocom release for many
years. Perhaps because so many peo-
ple have read the book or seen the film
it is so easy to imagine the scenes sur-
rounding Blackthorne.

Despite Infocom's claim that no more
titles would be produced on the Atari
ST, the packaging states that IBM PC,
Macintosh and ST versions will be
available. Activision, distributors in
the UK of Infocom titles, say that an

one know what is going on!

While Sierra On-Line seem to riding
upon the crest of a wave at the
moment with several new releases and
vast publicity, Infocom appear to have
been left behind. Since they are both
disributed in this country by the same
company, I must say that this seems a
little odd and a miscalculation on their
part. The new Infocom titles have
anived with little fanfare or publicity
and reviews have been scarce, which is
a shame because I think they are of a
higher quality than the admittedly fine,
Siena releases. Infocom shouldn't
have to rely upon tteir products selling
by word of mouth and reputation of
name alone.

What does the funre hold? One game
we haven't seen yet is Quarterstaff,
another role-playing game. The plot
centres around the disappearance of
the Tree Druid Colony and your party
which is sent to find out what hap-
pened to them. It claims to capfire the
mmd of pen and paper RPG's (a bold
claim indeed) where characters need to
eat and sleep, objecs have size and
weight and even monsters have
motives. Reviews in American maga-
zines have been excellent and by all
accounts Infocom's distinctive brand
of storytelling has been refined and
advanced"

Infocom are definitely moving into a
broader market with releases li/rle Bat-
tletech andfourney, while still doing
what it does best inTnrkZero and
Shogun. Amongst those four games
there will be something that appeals to
everyone and it is good to see Infocom
in such a healthy state. It can only be
good for the games buying public and
it will be interesting to see what Mag-
netic Scroils or lcvel9 come up with
next. There is still a huge demand for
text advennres and so long as people
continue to read books, think for them-
selves and have a desire to fre their
imaginations with good stories,

I

\
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there always will be.
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ST release date has yet to be set but
should be in the region of two ,:
or three months.
Does any- lsAgain, the game has a comprehensive)

range ofgraphics that illustrate Z
most scenes, but the text
issoful land 1
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murdefer and are
trying to retum !o
the chat$au, when
somethiqlg goes
wrong with the time-
machine's teleporta-
tion pliaser and
you'ie catapulted,
once again, into the
unktown. New
readers start
here...

A blue las,oon ',;
aroundy6uasfar "
as the eye can see.
You can mtkc out s
roclcv coastline in
the ilistance. Tlw

bridge of the ship on which you lnve
landed looks very strange, an irre-
sistible humming blends into the noise
of tle waves and sea-monsters jump
out of the water and cause your bar-
que to flounder.

Quickly you throw thefew coins left
inyour poclect into the suryrgenera-
tor andfindyowself inthe courtyard
of a sumptuous palace. A horseslne
that youfound on the groundwill
once morefuel the supergenerator
which thus seems to accept any kind
ofmetal. Scarcely have you recov-
eredfrom this trip than you nvet a
mamellous creature, a woman of leg-
end reminiscent of the sorceresses of
antiquity, wlureupon she calls you
Ulysses! And prepares to invite you
into her bed after the most full-bodied
of interviews...

Oh, please. Dotted around this page
somewhere are some equally exclusive
pics from Chronoquest 2, so make the
most of them: Psygnosis are being
very vague about release dates, and no
fixed plans seem to have been made
concerning its UK appearance. How
can they do this to us? Still, when it
does appear, remember where you saw
it first.

back to ancient
India, Egypt, Mexi-
co or even a prehis-
toric swamp. It's up
to you to locate the
machine, discover
how it works, and
chase Richard
through time. And
now Special Exclu-
sive time! A sce-
nario for Chrono-
quest2 that's never
appeared anywhere
else, and reproduced
in its original trans-
lation: apparently
you've caught up
with your father's

ffi't; ,;; , , #j.&W: _

gram. With the germ of a new idea in
his head and the determinationtYl

riffiTr"JHill}il"-+$F
and Fabien Begom, each contributing
his own idiosyncratic thoughs. With a
concrete plan in their hands, they con-
tracted themselves to 16132 and had
around six months to complete the
game, which they achieved in May

ffi;i-ffi
adventures within the grand frame-
work of the game. And once the pack-
aging was finalised (using a totally
irrelevant Roger Dean pic in the UK,
but a startling Cagger smashing
through a pocket-watch in the origi-
nal), the game hit tlte streets. A com-
petition was included in the French
packaging giving an Egyptian holiday
to the winner and hardware to the run-
ners-up, but this was never taken up
over here.

Back In Time
ln ChronoqueJt, you play the son of a
murdered time-machine inventor, bent
on avenging your father's death. You
suspect Richard the servant as the
murderer, but he's discovered the time-
machine himself and has navelled

MISSING
AI'[ ISSUE?

WELL DON'T JUST SIT
THERE!

GET YOUR BACK
EDITIONS TODAY!

ABLY ESSENTI,AL CUIDE TO
$oF?whRE*

SPBKB
EXCLUSIVE: Usually a competition
to Orink where you saw the same thing

before

ROLE-PLAYING: The menu comes
complete with a linle bunon with "Say

Hello" on it

OUR GAMES SPEAK FOR THEM-
SELVES: No one will review them

YOU WONT BET TFVE THIS GAME:
You won't believe (you paid good

money for) this game

REALISTIC: It's 2D. monochrome and
has no sound

IS THIS GAME REAL?: The hard
earned cash you wasted on it certainly

was!

LJNIQUE: Ir's got a different title and
we've changed the pacman to a chicken

OUT ATTHE END OFTHE MONTH:
Out at the beginning of next month

TRADE ENQUIRES WELCOME: We
have an answerphone

YOUR LASTCHANCETOBUY
This will be followed by ...

DEFII\ITELY YOUR LAST CHANCE
TO BUY Buy if you like, butnext

week you'll see...

NEW MPROVED AND UPGRADED
VERSION: And you are stuck with the

old version!
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nation required, perhaps for apuzzle,
it can be assigned to a co-ordinate (or
a set of co-ordinates if, say, a room in
a castle is large) and will be displayed
when a player is actually at that loca-
tion and types LOOK, If a player is
standing somewhere, he must be on a
surface which is always going to be
defined as a feature, so the computer
may generate a description for the sur-
face (eg. a dusty plain, uneven gpssy
terrain, etc.). Also, any features at the
location and immediately around it are
also described by the computer. Addi-
tionally, however, the player can type
LOOK N or LOOK AWAY TO THE
NORTII (assuming the parser can han-
dle this). Note that LOOK N is differ-
ent from LOOK AWAY TO TI{E
NORTI{ in its extent. The former
would produce a generated description
of features that are in the player's line
of sight in that direction along a few
metres. The latter would probably
attempt to resolve everything that the
player could possibly see in a given
direction, taking into account how
good his eyesight is and, of course,
whether or not he is wearing con[act
lenses.

In addition to direct surface descrip-
tions, tle computer would be able to
generate slightly varied descriptions
based on the direction in which the
player was facing. For example, if the
player were standing on an area of
land mapped thus:

'g7[91s'===' represents grasslands with
a dirt track running along it and'*'is
the player.

In the above map, if the player were
facing north, a (simple) description
might read:

>You are on a dirt track. with
grasslands on etther slde.

If the player were facing west, the
description would change to:

>You are on a dirt track, facing
an expanse of grassland.

Note that, of course, the grassland
behind the player is not described,
because - well - it's behind him.

Note that the equivalent of the brief
flag in a ftaditional Multi-User game
could simply be a variable indicating
the maximum range of objects that
should be described, or else (or as well
as) a variable indicating the level of
detail ie. the maximum size of an
object before it is described.

Objects
In current systems, objects appear only
when the player is in the same room as
the object. The acnral description is
either folded into the room description
or else displayed in a separate lisl
However brief you have selected room
descriptions to be, you cannot turn off
object descriptions.

In a MOSAIC system, objects are visi
ble whenever they are in the playels
line of sight and range of vision.
Therefore, they can be obscured by
other things, but do not need to be in
the same grid square to be seen.

For example, a dining hall may have a
large table in it, on which items are
placed. Clearly they are at different
co-ordinates from the player, but he
can still see them. Also, the player can
walk around the table within the room.

Objecs will still need descriptions
and, in fact, tley need more than one,
as the description of an object (or fea-
ture) will change according to its dis-
tance. This is the area of program-
ming your game which requires the
most amount of text to be generated.

Mobiles and players follow the same
rules as objecs insofar as when and
how you see them.

Fighting
In normal games, fights always take
place within one room. They continue
until one person flees from the fight,
losing points and whatever he/she was
carrying, or until one of tlte combat-
ants is killed.

MOSAIC fighting is rather more
sophisticated (and fue to life) in that
players can move around during fighs.
There is no fleeing as such, because
points are only scored for his and
kills. A player can flee by running off,
but the other player may pursue him
and, in any case, he will probably be
wounded and therefore be moving
more slowly. In unarmed combat,
blows can only be exchanged when the
combatants are within lm of each
other - other weapons may have longer
ranges.

Note that players' statistics are much
more complex in a MOSAIC game,
including height, weight, build, fitness,
agility, skill (with each individual type
of weapon), bdy temperatue, breath-
ing rate, heart rate, blood pressure,

blood sugar level, endocrinic activity,

/''( Anexm note abqut movement. In
' normal games, playdrs can move

around as fast as they can type move-
ment commands. In a MOSAIC sys-
tem, because distances are rigidly -
defined, players can only move at cer-
tain speeds, depending obviously on
their physical characteristics. If they
move too fast, therefore, tley will run
out of puff.

Feature Definition
Features would be defined in terms of
their position and their dimensions (x,
y andz). Cleady, however, shaped
objects require more detail. For this,
two approaches are possible. One is to
build the object out of lm cubes:
although this approach is prohibitively
expensive for large objects such as
mountains, it does have the advantage
of allowing exact mapping of con-
tours, so you could, in fact" model an
existing object with ease. An altema-
tive way of defining features is o do
so in terms of angled faces, which
would then be calculated each time a
line-of-sight calculation was required.
In fact, a combination of these meth-
ods would work best, with an editor
identifying easy-to-define surfaces and
volumes.

Associated with each of these spatial
definitions there must, of course, be
descriptions of various types, although
these could be kept down to a mini-
mum, allowing the rest of a description
to be built up from descriptions of
objects and other features around the
place.

Physical Forces
On the whole, traditional systems do
not have built-in support for physical
conditions. MOSAIC, on the other
hand, can have several. Firstly, gravi-
ty. When an object is placed such that
its co-ordinates are in mid-air, it can
fall in real time. Other physical forces
that can be included are light - since
the sun itself can be a feature of the
processing for it would be the revene
of line of sight - and wind - if a feature
is given a weight and a volume is den-
sity is directly apparent, and so it
would float and be moved bv the wind
if, say, it was a cloud.

Does anyone have any ldeas
on the future of adventure
games? Whcre wllt they
develop and how wtll they
change to sult the ganes'cll-
nate? Send your comments
and crltlclsms to the usual
address. You never know, we
may change tbe face of
tomorrow': .:""."t:*.
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C huck Ye a ger's Advanc ed F li ght
Trainer from Electronic Arts sets out
to teach you how to fly. In its training
mode, you get instructions coming up
on the screen appropriate to each sec-
tor - the take-off roll, rotation to
become airborne, level, climbing and
descending flight" tums, the final
approach and landing. The insruc-
tions are helpful and if you remem-
bered them accurately, you'd probably
not be a complete loss when the pilots
ofyourholiday 747 are suddenly
struck down with food poisoning. You
might wipe out the crafi, but at laast
you'd impress the pretty girl in the
next seat in the process.

Yet as a piece of entertainment soft-
ware, I found.4.FT rather disappoint-
ing. I deliberately ran it - and all the
others - on a basis PC-clone with the
old standard CGA adaptor and no
mouse or joystick, because that's the
"worst-case" and a truly gleat progam
should be able to overcome those dis-
advantages. Once you've been
through the AFT "training mode" you
can carry out flight tests in a number
of different aircraft, from the Cessna
I72 to rhe near-space Xl or the Black-
bird SR-71; the manual provides a
checklist of parameters for you to
determine, such as cruise speed at157o
throttle, service ceiling (how high you
can go until you lose confol) and
maximum dive speed. You can also
fly a series of obstacle courses scat-
tered around the simulator's "world";
and indulge in formation flying, aero-
batics and racing - both against the
clock and against other aeroplanes.

The strong points of A-FT are the Flight
Instruction module and the wide vari-
ety of different aiicraft types. Addi-
tionally, there are three "experimental"
- i.e., non existent - aircraf[ the Insti-
gator, the Samurai and the Mad Dog.
Weak points? The instrument displays
don't change according to aircraft type
and, in comparison with the competi-
tion, the HUD (Head-Up Display,
which puts flight instrumentation on
the aircraft windshield in front of your
eyes) are almost non-existenl The
documentation is scanty, too, leading
me to wonder how much confidence
Electronic Arts have in the program.

All -in-all, AFI is a reasonable intro-
duction to flying simulators, but lacks
a continued challenge and might get
dull-ish after a while.

F-19 Stealth Fighter from MicroProse
is a different kettle of fish altogether.
For a stafi, the documentation is just
about the best I have seen for anv
entercainment software. There's a 200-
page manual covering everything from
flight procedures to stealth technology;
there are maps and charts of Libya, the
Persian Gulf and more; there is every-
thing you could want, which also
means plenty to read in bed. (This is
whatreal pilots do : they read flight
manuals in bed.) What's more, Micro-
Prose not only have an ex-fighter pilot
as corporate top banana, they have
made their name in military fighter
simulations like F-15 Strike Eagle, in
1984 veteran - and it shows. F-19 is
the best thing they have done, which
also means that it is among the best
things that anyone has done.

What is particularly astonishing is that
F-19's designers designed their simu-
lated stealth fighter - using only non-
classified sources - well before the US
Department of Defense actually
acknowledged the existence of the F-
llTA - a genuine Official Secret.
The differences between MicroProse's
brilliant piece of deduction and the
"real thing" are few. The F-I17A can't
operate offcarriers; it has apositive
wing dihedral ; and a V-tail rather than
F-19's A-tail. But that's about it all
the other anti-radar stealth technology
is there.

This thing is not easy to fly, but on the
other hand it is manageable and once
you have the hang of it, the F-19
behaves well. The real challenge lies
in the complex, properly-simulated
missions you fly. Conrolling the aero-
plane is merely part of it : F-19 is
probably the most strategically clal-
lenging FS I have yet encountered, and
to get the most out of it you will have
read, re-read and re-read again all the
manuals and documents. Bv the end
of the process, though, you -might not
be able tofly ut F-I17A, but you will
certainly have a knowledge of stealth
operations approaching that of a USAF
professional.

Even on the bog-standard PC,
F-19's graphics - real3-D, of
course, on-screen maps and
briehng charts, and a complex,
precisely-implemented cockpit
- are more than acceptable,
with EGA or better, they are
knockout. This is a profes-
sional, challenging piece of
software, and one which, I
would guess, would keep you
occupied - indeed, preoccu-
pied - for many months.

Find\', two simulatiolis of the General
DynamicsF-l6Falcon , Falcon from
Spectrum HoloByte, and F-16 Com-
bat Pilot from Digial Integration. The
F-16 is an interesting aeroplane to sim-
ulate, simply because it is (insofar as
anything can be) the modern US
equivalent, of say, the Spitfre.
Although a supersonic fly-by-wire air-
craft, it is designed to be used in dog-
fights. It's not one of your massive,
heavyweight interceptors with a 10G
mile kill range and all-weather capa-
bilities; it's a sort of airbome }furley-
Davidson, a fair-weatler, single-opera-
tor, get-in-close-and-knock-'em-down
machine, proven in real combat. An
idea of what they had in mind when
they built the F-16 is given by the fact
that it carries no onboard night-recon-
naissance equipment : you have to
sling a special pod from the belly
pylon, and in return you have to give
up some firepower.

There's not a whole lot to choose
between Falcon and F-16. Both offer
you fraining missions, increasing lev-
els of realism' in combat, and a series
ofoffensive and defensive sorties to
choose from. Not surprisingly, the
cockpit environment it almost identical
in both cases, except that F-16 has an
extremely tempting attitude indicator
('Artificial Horizon') which I can't wait
to see in real life - a sort of revolving
doughnut which keeps an accuate
sky/ground aspect ratio whatever your
flight attitude and recognise, when, at
the top of a loop or halfway round a
slow roll, your AH doesn't lell you
anything particularly helpful at all.
Choosing between ttrem depends what
you want. Falcon has the better docu-
mentation, F-16 is mue interesting
ground environments; but really it
would be invidious to make aclear
choice. Both are good value, both will
keep you enthralled for a long time
(though perhaps not quite as long as
F-19) ; perhaps it would be simplest
just to toss a coin.

But whichever one you choose, do
choose at le:st one. I guarant€e ftat
this level of FS excellence will keep
you coming back long after you've
solved the latest adventure or lost the
newest arcade game behind the sofa.

F-16 Falcon F-16 Combar Pilot
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to score with women? I mean, fintly,
what is your idea of the perfect
woman? Topless, right?
LL: No, it's anyone who'll have me.
AC: Well perhaps it's the things that
you say. Do you have any infallible
chat-up lines that you could let me
use?
LL: No, but I have a few fallible chat-
up lines you could have. My introduc-
tions go something along these lines:
Me: Hey baby, what's your sign?
Girl: Stop.
AC: Okay,I-arry,can you tell us what
would be your ideal date?
LL: With awoman.
AC: And how far do you go on your
first date?
LL: Further than I can get.
AC: What do you do on a date? I
always get nervous, how do you man-
age to be so calm and collected?
LL: That's because I'm completely
unaware of what's going on.
AC: Do you like anything kinky in
bed?
LL: Personally,I'd like AIIYTHING

in bed.
AC: Would you consider yourself to
be well-endowed?
LL: Yes, very much so. I was left a
large trust fund by my mother.
AC: In this age of nasty social dis-
eases, do you take... er... precautions,
Larry?
LL: Oh yes, always, although it's usu-
ally totally unnecessaD/.
AC: But if you did meer Ms Right (or
got Ms Right in a wrong way), would
you settle down and raise a family?
LL: I don't know, you'll have to let to
the end of Looking For Love to fihd
that out!
AC: By the way, one last question.
I've heard you're still a virgin... Is ttris
fue?
LL: Only when you open my packag-
ing! It's up to you to correct that, isn't
it?
AC: Will we be seeing you in any fur-
ther adventures? Is Polyester Patty
more than just a rumour?
LL: Yes, but Polyester Patty is
revamping her image. Nobody calls
her ?olyester'anymore, now she's
Passionate Patty in search of the pul-
sating pectorals. She's everyttring that
I'm not and will be appearing in my
next adventure which is provisionally
entitled; Where InThe Heck Is
Leisure Suit Larry.
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This issue we continue the
dossier on all the reported
quirks, bugs and inconsisten-
cies in yo'urfavourife adventure
games. This will hopefully
grow into a useful list of all
those annoying little bits in
every game.

TI{E KRISTAL
When fighting, push the
joystick straight up and
keep the button depressed.
In this way, you will win
your fights every time!

GNOME RANGER
Try the following for a
laugh at the beginning of
the game:

KNOCK. WAIT. ENTER.
GET ENVELOPE AND
SHOVEL. LEAVE. FIND
DOGS. FOLLOWDOG.

You should now find vour-
self in an infinite loop,
being continually told about
a dog either baying or bark-
ing, someone at the curtains
and the wooden peg in the
kennel. Press <ESCAPE>
to quit the loop!

VARIOUS
Watch out for this little bug-
glet that appears in more
games than you realise. If
you carry things inside
items that you are carrying
(or wearing), they may not
weigh anything. For exam-
ple in one of the games,
anything placed into your
coat can be as heavy as you
like. This means you can
essentially carry everything
around in the game. In
some cases it doesn't matter
what it is at all. Good fun
when you relaise you can
pick up houses, walls, etc...

To add to this column,
write to the usual address,

marking the envelope:
Bugs File
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After June Rowe's short story, a few of our readers have put pen to paper (or
should thts be 'flngfer to key6oard'?), and come up wtth s-omdwefrd ara wdnderfirl
offe,rlngs of whlch thls ls the flrst. A stranlle tale, but I am sure lt warrants a place
ln the flle for...
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As Colin closed the door behind the
postman retuming the love letters
which his'Amigo' personal comput-
erlword processor had inexplicably
addressed to his bank manager, he
wondered, not for the first time, where
it was all going to end. Perhaps, he
thought, his friend Alfred's ridiculous
theory that there was something pecu-
liar about the machine wasn't as far
ferched as it sounded. Colin shook his
head bemusedly; he was sure that he
had entered the correct address into ttre
mail-merge programme.

As he sat down to continue his inter-
rupted breakfast, his thoughts returned
to his frst encounter with the comput-
er. He remembered that day clearly:
after returning from the shop by taxi,
he had opened the cardboard box and
picked up the manual. It was at that
point that his troubles began.

It's a well-known fact that all computer
manuals fall into two categories; those
suiable for Einstein clones, and those
written for lesser_mortals with the
intelligence quotient of a flip-flop.
The book of words accompanying Col-
in's 'Amigo' fell into the former cate-
gory.
Colin, while a long way removed from
a flip-flop, recognised his own limita-
tions; his brain, after inputing the
entire text of the user guide, alerted
him to the necessity of accessing a
user-friendly interface; he phoned his
buddy Alfred, a domestic science
teacher and self*onfessed expert in
computer science and programming.

Alfred, the one-man help key, duly
arrived, and, opening both the user
guide and the cocktail cabinet, began
absorbing, in equal quantities, the con-
tents of both. Installing himself in
Colin's favourite armchair in front of a
glowing coal fire he toasted his toes
and dedicated his brain to the task of
debugging Colin's new system.

Time flowedby, whisky flowed out,
and information flowed into the brain

L
s

A PR.OCESS OF-
ET-IN TNATTONI

y David Holden
of the great man. His study of all
available data eventuallv ended with
his cup of knowledge fiill and the bot-
tle of spirits empty. Reluctantly he left
the warmth of the fue behind and went
upstairs to the brand new melamine-
covered chipboard work-station which
Colin, with a little help from Home
Handyman Magazine, had created in a
corner of the guest bedroom. He then
began the delicate task of connecting
printer to screen, screen to keyboard,
keyboard to modem and modem to
phone. "It's really very simple", he
told Colin knowledgeably. "It's a sim-
ple process of elimination."

Colin, remembering the bottle of
whisky, was inclined to agree. He
looked on, however, impressed despite
himself, as his mentor connected lead
to plug, plug to socket, and brain to
mouth: "Now watch this." The moutlr
spoke authoritively, as it's fingers deft-
ly inserted a floppy disk in the narrow
orifice to the side of the monitor
screen, played a brief sonata on the
console's keyboard, then pointed dra-
matically at the screen.

The result was slightly less dramatic:
tle monitor gave a graphic display of
what a power cut might look like.

A furrow ploughed its way across the
vast acreage of Alfred's brow; using
both hands, he tapped out a furtlrcr
silent concerto on the kevs. The audi-
ble response was such thlat Colin was
irresistibly reminded of Beethoven
composing at the piano: his'Amigo'
remained deaf o all entreaties.

A further study ofthe handbook pro-
duced an explanation that satisfied
Alfred's ego: "Colin, old son, prepare
yourself for a minor disappointment.
There is something not quite right
about this machine. Nothing to worry
about, simply needs debugging some-
where. It's just a process of elimina-
lion."

After delivering this considered opin-
ion, the great man stood up. Fore-

stalling any potentially embarrassing
questions, and with dignity, in his
opinion, fully restored, he departed.

Colin slumped despondently in front
of his computer-station and glowered
at the uncooperative hardware in front
of him. He hated the blasted'Amigo'.
He hissed balefully and crashed a
moody fist onto the keyboard. In
response to this ill-treatment the screen
flashed several times, bleeped angrily,
and finally announced:

HELLO
THIS IS A},I IGO
ENTER SYNTAX

Colin's startled reply, whilst grammati-
cally all but correct, was anatomically
impossible. Excitedly he pressed a
key at random. The machine bleeped
again, and, almost as if it had consid-
ered his previous slatement, flashed a
new message at him:

SYNTAX ERROR?

A smile as bright as the screen illumi-
nated the room. Alfred had mentioned
this contingency, and insructed him in
the correct responses. He was now a
happy man. He loved his computer;
she worked.

The'Amigo'absorbed him. He spent
every spare moment with it. He
stopped visiting friends. Instead he
created files for each of them on disk.
He originated and printed lesers to
them, and weekly invitations to come
and watch him demonstrate his
'Amigo's' capabilities and prowess
with her.

Probably due to his two-finger typing
skills, the result of his afiendance at
three of a course of ten touch-typing
classes, he made mistakes. His
'Amigo lost files almost as often as his
fingers lost the correct console keys.
His mail-merge prognmme began pro-
ducing labels with his friends'address-
es subtly altered. After four weeks
only Alfred continued !o come: he did-
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CLIVEIS CRYPTIC CROSSWORD
Whatever that means..
ACROSS
8. Chart music, you heard, and remixed soul. A divine tirle! (8)
9. Rocket decapitated filmstar Sturr (6)

10. Capitals of world are in trouble - don't go (4)
11. E_nter me in sack-race, worried about the final course? (5,5)
12. Victor - or fiImdirector Michael, perhaps? (6)
14. Neckwer_worn by the heads of the kanian Embassy (3)
15. Entrance formd inexamining a teak door (4)
1.6. Least atuactive is siruated in twisted gut (7)
1.8. ff rarer customised car tums up... (7) -
21. ...swap it! For old coins? (8)
23. Hamster nxns to nerd (6)
24. Tin-coin tax disorientated: so did this (10)
25. Small illustrations of seedy fruir (4)
26.Put of meal is on tray, we hear (6)
27. Wheelchair-bound detective could provide a strong team for 3 (8)

DOWN
l. Travelling like a mind forever (8)
2. What Larry wears to win . . . hearts, maybe (4)
3. Score 100 roughly at this sport (6)
4. Features of the new Lloyd Webber musical (7)
5. Mrs Thatch and Ore Queen at the film opening (8)
!. !4 green and worried about 0rese species (10)
7. Fifty trees scattered in the Sahara (6)

ll. Boring us, he nrns and produces soap (10)
17. She looks out for the crumpled linen set (8)
19. "Dear Gene, About that arcade-adventure..." (8)

T[ilE WIZARD o S G @TTAGts ?3: friiiffi"3,y:if"iffi,iiEf"
nV 3? *i,:lnr::lt'#r,'^*1*,9\*'rion(6)

By- . f -oa-r---  -
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iorii?-opiri, ifrey;"y out in I y-o,, *ittr "tiity, tfi"py;"n; I F-tlo* hlrn' Ifoking through
pain ind iiir ild"i. 

"ffi'iu 
I that s*ay ind atdtin. 'rtrJre is | ;::,H:f;!n#tli $*ilX?.*

from view both up and
down. Within it lies a
door, hangfng ln noth-
ingness and upon this
are scrawled mvstlc
words that form two

Back to normal this month.

(S ffissslflott: 10,4)
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CONFIDENTIAL File No. 5 : Pagle 3l
...W8 ARE GETTING A T.OT OF PEOPLES POINTS OF YIEW IN TTIE MAGAZNE AT TIIE MOMEM... PMHAPS WE SHOIII"D START OF FOR{JM OR SOMETI{INC...

Inspectors with hallitosis. The Sneak
Thieves are of course The Tax Man
and so on. And we all know what that
thing on Level 14 is don't we!

Not so long ago I bought FOFT from
you for the Atari ST. On dear, what a
dog of a game. It has been renrned to
Gremlin (well named) twice !o have
bugs removed. It is still unplayable
and discussions with a Ms Linda Cliff
at Gremlin has thrown up the follow-
ing gem. In either her view or the
authors (I am trying to establish
which) the inverse square law (come
on remember your school days) ONLY
applies to gravity. Yes,I have this in
black and white on Gremlin's notepa-
per signed by Ms Cliffl I feel it is my
duty to rush this information to the
Scientific Community, fancy that all
these years we have been held back by
a piddling little law which isn't true.
Actaully, if this were so, I wouldn't
even have to post this letter, I should
just be able to talk in a normal voice
and you would hear me. No tongue in
cheek job this, she is serious! Well
what can you say about a game house
thast comes out with such a daft state-
ment, unless she left school very early!

M.H. Knight, Bolton.
The Man In Black says: Well I am
sure tlnt when Chaos does evenfirallv

FORYOUR EYES ONLY...
Ring! Ring! -cllck- "The
Man In Black rldes agatn
tn hts dtngr cellar room!
Another frantlc month
getttng Mgth to every-
one; whew, I wttl never
mock at a sllpped
release date agatn. Also
The Boss Upstalrs has
levelled hls lron rod and
declded on a new addl-
tlon to my llttle flle.
For detalls see below.
An5rway, not many unlts
left on my Phonecard so
let's no delay...
Dear Sir,
Thank you for the humerous advice
that Chaos Srikes Back will be
delayed. I somehow think you may be
wrong, as having just studied mrmer-
ous guides to VAT I believe it is
already here albeit in an organised
way!

Actnally Dungeon Master happens to
be about the best game I have ever
seen on a computer; it actually caters
for grown-ups. The information with
the game is slightly incorrect as the
Mummies and Ghosts are really VAI

***
A few thoughts on the state of
adventuring, past and present.

Some four years ago, a friend of mine
owned an MSX and also had a bunch
of Level 9 adventures. I became
enamoured of this new pastime to the
extent that I bought an MSX myself,
little realising that this meant I would
shortly have to go around banging a tin
cup with a spoon, yelling "(Jnclean!"

However, all of the Level 9 games
were available - and kudos here to the
Austins for releasing their adventures
across all formats - and many hap'py
hours were whiled away sfuggling to
get the games to load. And many a
night spent wrestling with some
fiendish puzzles, wrapped up in aono-
spheric text with a strong dose of
humour thrown in for the price of
admission. Further credit must go to
Level 9 for their back-up - their excel-
lent hint sheets, posters, calendars, T-

The SprAkEAs
shirs and so on, and their policy of
cassette replacement deserves a men-
tion.

A couple of years later, when I'd final-
ly cracked all of these games, I found
myself unable 0o go forth and fantasise
any more. A lengthy search for further
software resulted in unearthing Castle
Blaclutar - which was a fair aftempt if
you forgive the parser, which claimed
that I was still in possession of a steel
bar even after I had dropped it in a
crevice an hour or so before (a hilari-
ous session ensued where I dropped
the bar in practically every location,
and could barely move for a multitude
of the damn things), The Hobbil -
which prefened to crash rather than let
you solve any problems (an awful lot
of beer was consumed in the fifteen-
odd minutes it took to load in time
after time), and Tnkil Waod which was,
in a word, wrctched.

So, the only solution to my dilemma
was to purchase a new computer,
which I did. It shall remain nameless

Stike Back, it will
be up to the standard
of its predecessor.
Thanks for letting us
know about the
change in the favric
of the entire Universe
- it restores my faittr
in the fact that soft-
ware houses are a force to be reckoned
with! But seriously folks...

Dear lvlan In Black,
First ttp bouqrrcr Issue 3 of Confi-
dential was varied and interesting, and
I particularly enjoyed Merc the Con-
gealed's "Spoof Couage". Now the
brickbar Some articles, especially Pat
Winstanley's "Role-Player's Guide",
were difficult to read because of the
large number of typos. Just a sugges-
tion, but how about a bit more atten-
tion to proof-reading? Keep up the
good work!

Neil Shipman, Bristol.

The Mon In Bluck says: Our
prufreeder has now bean sucked and
so thing should get befty from now on.
Humour aside, this is one area which
we are trying to tighten up - hopefully
from this issue... Tell us if I'm wrong.
And now onto the new section of the
Lett€rs Page...

h**qil
to avoid a machine snobbery debate.
Now I had access to loads of games,
for a price, and guess what? That's
right, apart from a few real gems,
mucho disappointment. Take Mind-
shadow, for example - crappy graph-
ics, sparse text about as much afrno-
sphere as Venus and an almost non-
existent parser which informed me at
one point that I was in possession of "a
piece of surg@n", and not satisfied
with ttrat starding piece of informa-
tion, whilst aboard a boat, rewarded
my request o go North with "damaged
fx*k in that direction"! Mind you,
despite this type of mind-boggling
stumbling block, I still finished the
game in about an hour. Ho hum,
another twenty five quid down the toi-
let. Never mind, it didn't take long to
load, either. And I only had to swap
disks on less than a million occasions.
I begin oo wonder whether there is
some sort of relationship between
loading and playing time, after all
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Diary Of An Adventurer - Aged 13
May 29th 1989: Dear Diary, I havent written in you for a long time coz I have been playirg Gnome Ranger
non-stop for the past six weeks! Toady, the class swot, showed me how to type thinos into the qame and Irrcn-stop for the past six weeks! Toady, the class swot, showed me how to type things into the game and I
got a fot further. This adventure stuff is real wtzzo. At the moment I'm stuck again, but this time I think I'veagain, but this time I think I've

What's oast that I dont krpw.sussed it. lf only I could killthat wicked witch and get onto something else. What's past that I dont krpw. I
can't wait to find oul. lt's triffic! | take back what I said about Official Secrets cgz they have done this game
Myth aN I should be playing that soon as they promised it to me by the end of next week. I have also
stopped quite a lot of things that I used to do, like fishing and footer, as I don't have no money now that I
buy allthese adventure games and
I am going to ring up the Helpline ur

d play them every night when lget home from schooland [n the half-term
what they do (lhat's if I'm still stuck with Ingrid in the forest - Oo-er).

May 31st 1989: Dear Diary, Half-terq is here and I have just phoned up that Helpline nunber. I got a man
on tfe other end saying, "Hello, the C_hief Adventure Weirdo is not here righ! now. He's gone out for aon the otner end saying, "Hello, tne unaet Adventure weirdo is not nere ngft now. He's gone out for a
drink. Please callback in an hour." Phooey. Don't no one work no rnore? ln the time between now and
then I am ooino to rino uo Suzie aM see what she's been oettino uD to so far in the holidavs. She is stillthen I am going to ring up Suzie and see
hanoinq around Ricky and she says that

she's been gellirlg up.!o_s9Jqr in the.holidays.. She is still
hanging around Ricky and she says that when Myth arrives Ricky will finish it first. I can't wait to thrash him
at the game, especially as I am so good now. Toady says he'll help me if I like, fut I sakJ no coz lwant toat tne game, espeoalry as I am so gooo now. loaoy says ne'll nep me fi I ltKe, Ex,Jl I saKl no coz lwant to
beat him on my own self . And I have been reading all the back issues of CONFIDENTIAL which are really
qreat once you realise they are not the loadino instruc{ions lor Gnome Ranoer. lt said there that Mvthwasgreat once you they are not the loading instruc{ions lor Gnome Ranger. lt said there that Mythwas

d so I've been doing a lot of swotting about Poseidon and allthe other gods. Andabout Greek people and so I've been doing a
what a life they lead - orgies, women and a bit of bitching on the side. Which reminds me, I've got to phone
Suzie...

June 1st 1989: Dear Diary, Suzie was still angry with ne. I really dont know what to do with her. She
must like me really, but she really does her best not to show it at all. She's very good at hiding it, Diary.
She called me a thickie, told me that she had spoken to the sexy voice on the Helpline and slammed the
phone down. So | rung back and said'No one slams the phone down on me'and then slammed the phone
ilown. This went on for hours untilfinally she took her phone olf the hook. Stillcant get through to Mr. Tre-
villian. Now it's permanent engaged. I must finish Gnome Ranger and gel Myth belore anyone else.
Hehehe.

3rd June 1989: Dear Diary, Today I received a package, and it contained Myth and allthe back-dated Info-
com games I have missed. Oh well, there goes the Summer holidays!

A top business Executive has been murdered. Can you find out How, Why, and Whoclunnit?

Was the crime committed by a member of his Family, Business Competitors, the IRA, Moslem Extremists,
the CIA, the Mafia, MI5, or someone else? As a player, in this latest Play by Mail scenario - 'ITS
MURDER!" you must find out - and stay alive in the pocess!

Will you choose to be a Scotland Yard Detective, a Private Investigator, a member of the Anti Terrorist
Squad, or one of our other charactersi' The game has been written by experts, including a member of
MENSA and a PATHOLOGIST. "ITS MURDER!" will ehallenge your powers of logic and deduction
to their limits. Enrolment, Full Rules, and Pre-Play Murder Information f.5.00. Turns f 1.00. Postage paid
both ways - no hidden extras. If not satisfied, return the registration pack complete within 7 days, and
we will give you a refund. For further details or enrolment write to:

MERLINS KINGDOM
FREEPOST

TINTAGEL. CORNWALL PUI4 OBR
Cheques and PO's only please. No Postage Stamp required




